CITY OF ALHAMBRA
AGENDA
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 10, 2022
MISSION STATEMENT
The City of Alhambra is dedicated to responsive, creative leadership and quality
services, ensuring desirable neighborhoods and a supportive business
environment, while being sensitive to the diversity of our community.

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) ADVISORY NOTICE
Consistent with AB 361, the Alhambra Environmental Sustainability Commission regular meeting will
not be physically open to the public, although the public may participate by video conference or
teleconference and all Commission members will participate via video conference or teleconference
rather than in person.
Watch and listen to the meeting via Zoom Webinar as follows:
Zoom Webinar direct link:
https://cityofalhambra-org.zoom.us/j/89855782732?pwd=YjRQWHJGRDVISzdrcy9BdGQ5NjBxQT09

Meeting ID: 898 5578 2732, Passcode: 331503
Or by telephone by dialing 888-475-4499 (Toll Free) or 833-548-0276 (Toll Free) or 833-548-0282 (Toll
Free) or 877-853-5257 (Toll Free) or 1-669-900-9128 or 1-346-248-7799 or 1-253-215-8782 or 1-646-5588656 or 1-301-715-8592 or 1-312-626-6799 and entering Meeting ID: 898 5578 2732 and Passcode:
331503. Please Note: All members of the public calling or logging into the meeting will be muted so that
the meeting can proceed.
Addressing the Alhambra Environmental Sustainability Commission
Via Zoom or Telephone: “Raise your hand” - Members of the public may speak by using the “Raise Hand”
function during the public comments portion, if on Zoom or telephone. Staff will unmute speakers
participating via Zoom or telephone and announce your name when it is your time to speak.
Remarks are limited to 5 minutes; however, the presiding officer may either extend or reduce the maximum
time to such period of time as the Commission may determine.
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CITY OF ALHAMBRA
AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING
ALHAMBRA ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION
City Hall, 111 South First Street
NOVEMBER 10, 2022
6:00 p.m.
I.
ROLL CALL
John Vuong, Kim Luu, Katie Chan, Karla Grijalva, Lisa Massaro

II.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY MEETING MINUTES 9-8-22
Commission Members will vote to approve 9-8-22 meeting minutes.
Recommended Action: Approve the meeting minutes.

III.

UPDATE ITEMS
a) Sustainability Plan
b) Tree Ordinance
c) Turf Replacement Rebate
d) Recycling Event
Recommended Action: Information only. No action required

IV.

ZERO WASTE EVENTS
The City of LA is creating zero waste events and zero-waste facilities and every employee will be
trained on zero waste. They are also banning polystyrene and sales of single-use plastic water
bottles. Alhambra should encourage refill stores to come to our city and organizations to provide
these zero waste events.
Recommended Action: Discussion item. No action required.

V.

BAN LEAF BLOWERS
New CA state law bans the sale of gas-powered leaf blowers by the start of 2024. As part of that
law, $30 million will be made available to sole proprietors and other small landscaping businesses
to assist in the purchase of zero-emission small off-road equipment, including leaf-blowing
machines, lawnmowers, and string trimmers. Commission will discuss options for the City of
Alhambra.
Recommended Action: Discussion Item. No action required.

VI.

FRONT YARD OPTION TO REMOVE TURF
Commission will discuss options available to replace front yard turf for residents in accordance with
AMC Chapter 23.48.
Recommended Action: Discussion item. No action required

VII.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Discussion from the public of any item not specified on the agenda. Comments are welcome, but
must pertain to the business of the Alhambra Environmental Sustainability Commission. Please
limit all oral communication to five (5) minutes. Speakers must fill out a blue speaker’s card, prior
to the meeting and submit it to the Commission Secretary. Comments must pertain to the business
of the Environmental Sustainability Commission. Please limit all oral communications to five (5)
minutes.
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VIII.

COMMISSION COMMUNICATION
Discussion from the Commission Members of any item not specified on the agenda and agenda
items for next meeting. Items must pertain to the business of the Alhambra Environmental
Sustainability Commission.
Recommended Action: Discussion only. No action required.

IX.

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment to the next regular meeting on Thursday, November 10, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.

Copies of staff reports or other written documentation, if any, relating to each item of business described
above are on file in the Alhambra City Hall, Public Works Department, 111 S. First Street, Alhambra
California 91801 and are available for public inspection upon request during regular business hours of
7:00am to 5:30pm, Monday through Thursday.
Should any person have a question concerning any of the above agenda items prior to the meeting
described herein, he or she may contact David Dolphin, Deputy Director of Utilities, either in person at the
Utilities Department at Alhambra City Hall, 111 South First Street, or by calling via telephone at (626) 5705067 during regular business hours.
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Unofficial until adopted by the
Environmental Sustainability Commission

ITEM #2
November 10, 2022
Action Item II
Approved

MINUTES
Environmental Sustainability Commission
Regular Meeting of September 9, 2022
The regular meeting of the Environmental Committee was called to order at 6:12 p.m.
on September 9, 2022 through Zoom teleconferencing
I.

Roll Call
Commission Members Present: Vuong, Chan, Massaro
Commission Members Absent: Luu, Grijalva
Staff Present:

David Dolphin – Commission Secretary

Members of the Public
Craig Cadwallader – Policy Coordinator Surfrider Foundation South Bay
II.

III.

VOTE TO APPROVE MEETING MINUTES FROM 7/14/22
Commissioner Chan motioned to approve the meeting minutes from 7/14/22.
Commissioner Massaro seconded the motion. All Commissioners present voted in
favor to approve the minutes. Motion to approve passed.
PLASTIC WASTE REDUCTION REGULATIONS
Commissioner Chan stated the City already has the Disposable Foodware Items
regulations in place. Commissioner Chan and other Community members changed it
to Plastic Waste Reduction Regulations which was copied the City of Los Angeles
and City of Pasadena. The proposed ordinance was changed to update and add more
current language. The blue print was added and the black was from existing.
Commissioner Vuong asked if the regulations were consistent with the City of LA
and LA County and what are the discrepancies. Commissioner Chan stated the
discrepancies were pertaining to disposable foodware and clarifying the definition.
Restaurants are now serving ecofriendly disposable boxes. Commissioner Chan
would like to encourage to bring their own reusable items to go to these restaurants.
Also, the restaurants should encourage the limiting of waste as far as take away
consumption. Commissioner Vuong asked if were there any ambiguities to their
current legislation. Commissioner Chan responded there are a lot of similarities
however the City of LA, LA County and Pasadena are more updated in terms of
purpose of plastic waste reduction and addressing current pollution conditions.
Commissioner Chan stated the City of Alhambra needs straight to the point
definitions and readable language in order to be most current. Also, to ensure the
restaurants in the City will know their responsibility with plastic waste reduction.
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Commissioners Vuong and Massaro agreed if the changes reflected the current LA
City and County Plastic Waste Ordinances, Alhambra’s should be updated also. The
Commission proposed to have this regulation put forth to City Council.
Commissioner Chan has been in conversation with her City Council Member. Staff
suggested the Commission to present the ideas to the Council to see if there is enough
traction to move forward. No other comments have been provided to consider with
the update of this ordinance.
Staff identified that a cost would be imposed on the beverage provider and it can be
negotiable. Commission next steps are to propose to the City Council.
Staff reminded the Commission that all of the agenda items are available on the
City’s website.
IV.

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
The City is waiting for funding through HUD to develop the plan. The funding
agreement is expected to be approved in Mid-October. The matching grant amount is
$680K which the City will provide in kind staff time for the match. Staff explained
the grant process and how the matching funds were obtained. Also, staff told
Commissioner Chan that once the consultant is chosen, they would have a chance for
input in order to obtain information for the plan. The Commission decided to add the
Sustainability Plan update as an agenda update item for the next several meetings.

V.

CLEAN POWER ALLIANCE UPDATE
Since February 2019, the City has joined the Clean Power Alliance which purchases
clean power from renewable sources that is delivered by Southern California Edison
(SCE). SCE continues to provide billing services and be responsible for resolving any
issues with electric service. Staff explained the residents can elect to have what
percentage of electric service provided by green energy; 40%, 50% and 100%.
The City of Alhambra elected to set the default to 50% for residents. Residents can go
to the Clean Power Alliance Website if they wish to change the percentage.
Commissioner Chan asked was this just solar and she was advised by staff that it
included all renewable energy forms including wind.
Commissioner Massaro mentioned a flex alert program due to high heat. Public
comment period was not on agenda but the Commission decided to include the Public
Comment period as the next item since one hand was raised.

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Craig Callwallader commented. Craig is working with neighboring Cities; Burbank,
Glendale, Pasadena and Beverly Hills. Craig mentioned he actually wrote the redlines
listed in our proposed Plastic Waste Regulations and he tracks the plastic waste
regulations in California, current count 155. The aforementioned cities are working
on nearly identical ordinances. On Tuesday, the City of Goleta adopted an ordinance
that was about 95% of what was shown. Neighboring cities would like to keep the
language similar, that’s why it was suggested for Alhambra. This item was discussed
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with Council members of the neighboring cities. City of LA does not have their own
ordinance as of yet. LA County’s ordinance only applies to unincorporated areas.
Craig worked on ordinances in many cities and would love to answer any questions.
He also mentioned neighboring cities would like to have similar ordinances. The
current markup proposal lists blue font as the recommended additions. Craig has been
working on these regulations for more than a decade, and is willing to provide
information to the Commission and Council members. It is Craigs hope that all of the
neighboring cities can adopt the same ordinance so if they were to cross the street to a
neighboring city the regulations will be similar
Commissioner Vuong inquired about the 25 cents charge for the reusable items and if
there are informational materials from different jurisdictions. Craig responded that
number is based on other ordinances that have been passed like Palm Springs and
other cities in Northern California which was based on the charge for single use plastic
bags. The charge was designed as an encouragement to bring reusable items. Also,
the information will be compiled from several cities and made available to the
Commission. Craig’s contact information is below:
Craig Cadwallader - craigc@surfrider-southbay.org, 424-6340452
Commissioner Vuong has concerns that the information will not get out to the public
to let them know what the fee is and how to avoid paying if you bring your own
reusable items. Craig stated public outreach in critical to the success of the ordinance.
VII.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Commissioner Chan spoke about grants from last meeting. Grants to change the lawn
to make it more sustainable, i.e., drought tolerant native California plants. LA City
has something similar, dirt and pebbles and plants. Commissioner Chan would like to
see the elimination of the policies for mandatory watering of traditional lawns. Staff
reminded the Commission of the rebates available through SGVMWD and the
stormwater capture projects the City submitted for funding through the Safe Clean
Water Program. The Urban greening grant was approved to move forward to the
second round; inspection scheduled for November 15th. The City has a full-time
grant specialist and has been successful obtaining grant for our parks. Commissioner
Chan asked how will Main Street change? The goals of the project include the
addition of tree canopy and native plants, provide recreation area in the medians and
remove some concrete areas in order to capture stormwater to increase water supply.
Massaro likes the idea of drought tolerate landscaping and would like to seek funding
She thinks this will help to beautify the lawn and save water and at the same time
help the environment. She is in agreement with pursuing the grant. Commissioner
Chan mentioned Atwater Village in LA where she viewed some areas which were
beautiful and grew really well with little water. Most of the landscapes do not have
green grass and it looks beautiful. The City of LA’s grant is actually a cash for grass
rebate. Staff informed the Commission that SGVMWD has irrigation and water
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efficient appliances rebates available but will update at next meeting on turf
replacement rebates.
VIII.

COMPOSTING ACTIVITIES
Staff provided an update to the Commission on the Community Gardens managed by
the Parks and Recreation Department and confirmed there is a manager for the site.
There is a 10-year waiting list and currently there is no composting at the site. The
site is inspected every Sunday to ensure the plots are being properly maintained.
There are a total of 90 plots at the site. Since the City of Alhambra is built out, we
are not sure where an alternative location can be utilized for composting.
Commissioner Massaro said there is a Community Garden in El Sereno and everyone
has their own key. Staff mentioned a composting event will take place again this year
October 8, 2022 at Granada Park in conjunction with a recycling event; paint drop-off
and paper shredding. Residents must bring their own containers to pick up the
compost. Commissioner Vuong inquired about requesting to increase the frequency
of compost pickup. The event is organized through the City Manager’s Office.
Commissioner Chan also asked how many people actually participated.
Commissioner Chan thinks compost should be available to the residents more
frequently for residents that are ECO friendly. The flyers will be sent to the
Commission and they will be posted on the City’s website. Massaro asked if the
event needed volunteers as she would like to volunteer. Staff will obtain additional
information regarding the attendance and volunteering opportunities.

IX.

CITY OF ALHAMBRA TREE ORDINANCE
Commissioner Chan suggested to amend AMC Chapter 23.88 Section D (1) No
replacement tree required for the removal of a diseased or hazardous. Commissioner
Chan thinks there should be a requirement to replace the tree to provide shade to our
residents and animals. In general, we need to have more trees and this is the right
step going forward. Trees should be replaced with California native trees. Staff did
not know why this was included in the ordinance. This is alarming to Commissioner
Chan. Staff suggested to do research on why this was included and review other tree
ordinances in neighboring cities. Commissioner Vuong suggested we get feedback
from our Tree Maintenance Administrative Aide. Also, look for public lands to have
tree planting events throughout the City. Community engagement is important to get
more residents involved so they can be aware of the environment. Staff will conduct
research to see if we have any tree planting events in the works and see if grants are
available. The ECO Fair may be an option to share information regarding tree
planting.

X.

COMMISSION COMMUNICATION
Staff mentioned two items to add to the next agenda; 1) Updates for the Sustainability
Plan and the Tree Ordinance. Commissioner Massaro suggested the language in the
Municipal Code should be clear, easy to read and understandable so residents will not
find it difficult to comply with the regulations.
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Commissioner Vuong will not be available for meetings until after December 2022.
Commissioner Chan motioned to adjourn the meeting at 19:13, Commissioner Vuong
seconded. Motion unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at 19:14.
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ITEM #3
Environmental Sustainability Commission Meeting- November 10, 2022
Update Items
1. Sustainability Plan
The City has received the funding agreement documents from HUD and will go to Council to
approve a solicitation to release a Request for Proposal to develop the Sustainability Plan.
2. Tree Ordinance
The City does replace diseased or hazardous trees in the public right-of way. The property
owner must agree to maintain the tree. The City replaces approximately 75 trees every year.
For private property, the reason why there is no requirement to replace a diseased or hazardous
tree is to not place an undue hardship on a property owner to replace the tree. It is the City’s
understanding that it is not the fault of the owner and often times a tree has reached its
maximum life span.
3. Turf Replacement Rebate
The San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District (SGVMWD) is interested in applying for the DWR
Drought Relief Grant to provide assistance to its member agencies to fund a turf replacement
rebate program. The City of Alhambra has expressed interest and provided feedback to the
SGVMWD.

4. Alhambra Recycling Event
Below are some statistics from the Alhambra Recycles Event October 2022:
Total Car Tally: 369
Plastic Bottles & Aluminum Cans: 16 (4.3% of cars)
Document Shredding: 130 (35.2% of cars)
Electronic Waste: 240 (65% of cars)
Compost Giveaway: 115 (31.2% of cars)
Paint Collection: 245 cars
•
•
•

Collected approximately 17500 lbs. of latex
Collected approximately 2580 lbs. of OBP
Gave away 58 gallons of reused paint

We are definitely interested in having more compost giveaways. We currently have two Alhambra
Recycles Events a year in which we distribute compost (October and April), but they do take a lot of

ITEM #3
planning and budgeting and the City doesn’t foresee having more events per year at this scale. However,
we have been looking for other ways to distribute more compost. Some ideas have been to distribute it
at the Community Garden or Weekly Farmers Market. We would welcome volunteers if you are
interested.

CHAPTER 23.48: LANDSCAPING STANDARDS

ITEM #6

Section
23.48.010 Purpose
23.48.020 Definitions
23.48.030 Applicability of State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
23.48.040 Landscaping requirements for residential and commercial properties
23.48.050 Acceptable ground cover required
23.48.060 Landscape plans
23.48.070 Unacceptable ground cover
23.48.080 Maintenance
23.48.090 Penalty
§ 23.48.010 PURPOSE.
(A) Landscaping should be designed using elements pertaining to the form, horizontal and vertical lines, hardscape and
softscape, and ornate qualities that are compatible with the primary structure. Visual openness and water efficiency shall be
maintained. Special attention shall be given to selecting appropriate trees and plants that, at their maturity, will be in scale
with the structure(s).
(B) To conform to the state mandated Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance as required by Government Code
Section 65595 and as published at the Title 23, California Code of Regulations 490 et seq.
(‘86 Code, § 23.48.010) (Ord. 4110, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4552, passed 11-23-09; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.020 DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a
different meaning.
ARTIFICIAL TURF. A synthetically derived, natural grass substitute that may be used in lieu of natural turf, and must
simulate the appearance of natural live grass, in a single-family residence and in the landscape areas of multi-family and
non-residential properties. To be used, ARTIFICIAL TURF must meet minimum standards for materials, installation and
maintenance.
(1) MATERIALS. Artificial turf must have a minimum eight-year no-fade warranty as issued by the manufacturer; be
cut-pile infill, minimum pile height one and two-thirds inches and a maximum of one and three-quarter inches, with parallel
long slit blades;
(a) The synthetic turf blades (not including the thatch layer) shall be required to contain at least two natural green
colors.
(b) The turf must contain a beige or tan thatch layer.
(c) Be affixed to a permeable triple-layer backing and allow water to percolate through the synthetic grass at a drain
rate of at least 30 inches per hour, to an adequate drainage system installed underneath the artificial turf to prevent run-off,
pooling and flooding.
(d) The synthetic turf shall comply with all federal and state standards related to lead and heavy metal content.
(e) The fill material shall be of silica sand or zeolite material that is brushed in to keep the blades upright and achieve
a natural grass look. Any replacement fill shall be the same. The use of rubber crumb infill is prohibited.
(f) Must be constructed to maximize dimensional stability, resist damage during normal use and minimize UV
degradation with a tear grab strength of at least 200 pounds. It must be resistant to staining, weather, insects, rot, mildew,
and fungus and shall be non-allergenic and non-toxic and able to pass the pill burn test for flammability.
(g) The use of indoor/outdoor carpeting, and artificial shrubs, flowers, tress, and vines instead of natural plantings is
prohibited.
(2) INSTALLATION. Artificial turf must be installed pursuant to manufacturers requirements by a licensed professional
with experience in the installation of artificial turf. In addition:
(a) Installation must include removal of all existing plant material and three inches of a compacted aggregate base
that provides adequate drainage and ensure stability.
(b) The area must be sloped and graded to prevent excessive pooling, runoff, or flooding onto adjacent property.
Artificial turf areas must be sufficiently drained to live planting areas to provide complete infiltration of runoff.
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(c) Artificial turf must be permanently anchored over the entire coverage area with nails and glue, and
all seams
must
be nailed, or sewn and glued so as to conceal the edges, with the grain pointing a single direction.
(d) All existing irrigation infrastructure in the covered area, including piping and sprinkler heads that are no longer
used must be capped or removed and shall not be visible.
(e) Artificial turf must be separated from live planting areas by a barrier such as a mow strip or bender board to
prevent mixing of natural plant materials and artificial turf.
(f) All efforts shall be made to protect existing trees and tree roots from damage during installation.
(g) Artificial turf may not be installed within a five-foot diameter of the trunk of any landscape tree.
(h) Artificial turf is prohibited in all parkways.
(3) MAINTENANCE. Artificial turf must be maintained in an attractive and clean, unfaded condition free of weeds,
stains, debris, tears, holes, depressions, ruts, odors and looseness at edges and seams. Damaged or worn areas in the
artificial turf surface must be repaired or removed and replaced in a manner that results in consistent appearance with the
existing artificial turf. The artificial turf surface must be replaced once it is unable to be maintained as required. Vehicle
parking on artificial turf is prohibited.
AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEM. All landscaped areas shall be provided with an AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION
SYSTEM capable of complete coverage of the landscaped areas (head-to-head coverage). Water conservation techniques
shall be incorporated into the design of the IRRIGATION SYSTEM and shall be designed to minimize run-off and other
wasting of water. Projects are encouraged to incorporate gray water collection and reuse systems
DECORATIVE HARDSCAPE. Materials used to enhance the landscape area which includes but are not limited to material
such as cobble rock, decomposed granite in combination with binding material, brickwork, gravel, pavers, fountains,
stamped concrete and pavers.
DRIP IRRIGATION. Any low volume irrigation system utilizing emission devices with a flow rate equal to or less than two
gallons per hour.
DROUGHT TOLERANT LANDSCAPING. A variety of native plants and landscaping alternatives, including the installation
of synthetic grass or artificial turf.
FRONT SETBACK. The distance between the public street right-of-way line and the front line of a building or any
projection thereof, excluding uncovered steps.
HARDSCAPES. Any durable material or feature (pervious and non-pervious) installed in or around a landscaped area,
such as pavements or walls.
LANDSCAPE PLANS. Refers to the planting, irrigation and hardscape plans designed and prepared by a landscape
designer or a landscape architect, who indicates the type, size and location of vegetative and accent material proposed for
the landscaping of a site including all irrigation and other devices necessary to maintain such landscaping.
NON-PERVIOUS. Any surface or natural material that does not allow for the passage of water through the material and
into the underlying soil.
PARKWAY. A portion of a street right-of-way, between the back of the curb line and the lot line, which is used or is
available for use for landscaping, utilities and/or sidewalks.
PERVIOUS. Any surface or material that allows the passage of water through the material and into the underlying soil.
TURF. A ground cover surface of mowed grass. Annual bluegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, Perennial ryegrass. Red fescue,
and Tall fescue are cool-season grasses. Bermuda grass, Kikuyu grass, Seashore Paspalum, St. Augustine grass.
Zoysiagrass, and Buffalo grass are warm-season grasses.
(Ord. 4552, passed 11-23-09; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.030 APPLICABILITY OF STATE MODEL WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE.
All projects that require landscape and irrigation plan review as required by the Model Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance shall comply with 23 California Code of Regulations 490, et seq. Applicants for such projects shall submit
landscape and irrigation plans compliant with the Model Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance for approval by the Design
Review Board.
(Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.040 LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES.
All residential and commercial landscaping abutting a public or private street which are not otherwise subject to §
23.48.030 are still required to comply with the following sections of this chapter: §§23.48.050, 23.48.070 and 23.48.080.
(‘86 Code, §§ 9.70.020, 23.48.020) (Ord. 4110, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4152, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.050 ACCEPTABLE GROUND COVER REQUIREMENTS.
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(A) Residential. Drought tolerant landscape materials shall be the primary materials used. No more thanITEM
25% of
yard setback area shall be covered by non-decorative hardscape features (e.g., concrete, asphalt, gravel, driveways,
sidewalks, etc.) No more than 25% may be covered by decorative permeable hardscape features (e.g., brick, stone, mulch,
water feature, etc.). The remaining 50% front yard setback area, must be of drought tolerant landscape material and an
automatic irrigation system shall be required for the front and street side yard landscape area(s). In the event that the
original driveway exceeds 50% of the front yard setback, no additional hardscape shall be permitted.
(1) With the exception of slopes of three feet or greater vertical height (which shall be planted and irrigated with an
automatic irrigation system), rear yard areas, and side yard areas located behind a wall or solid fence, are not required to be
landscaped.
(B) Parkways. Live plant materials shall be the primary materials used. No more than 25% of the parkway area shall be
covered by non-decorative hardscape features (e.g., concrete, asphalt, gravel, sidewalks, etc.) No more than 25% may be
covered by decorative permeable hardscape features (e.g., brick, mulch, etc.). The remaining 50% of the parkway area must
be of live plant material which shall not exceed 36 inches in height and an automatic irrigation system shall be required for
the parkway area(s). Loose decorative stone and sharp or thorned plant material are discouraged. Artificial turf is not
allowed in parkways.
(C) Commercial. If a setback fronting on a public right-of-way (excluding alley ways) exists, no more than 75% of the
setback area shall be covered by hardscape features (e.g. concrete, asphalt, gravel, driveways, sidewalks, etc.) The
remaining 25% must be drought tolerant landscape material and an automatic irrigation system shall be required.
(‘86 Code, § 9.70.030) (Ord. 4152, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.060 LANDSCAPE PLANS.
(A) Plans and specifications for landscaping, irrigation systems, tree preservation and slope planting for erosion control
shall reflect use of the following:
(1) Planting materials of a type, size and placement compatible with the project and surrounding land uses;
(2) Sound soil-preparation and planting practices.
(B) All landscape plans that are submitted to the city shall include the following:
(1) For new multiple-family residential developments:
(a) A minimum of one different plant type per 1,000 square feet of lot area shall be provided, up to a maximum of ten
different plant types;
(b) A minimum of one 24-inch box tree per 50 feet of street frontage(s) shall be provided. The box trees shall be
located in the yard(s) that front upon a street;
(2) The plant materials incorporated into the plan shall be of the type that are well-suited to the city’s climate zone;
(3) The plant materials incorporated into the plan are encouraged to be drought-tolerant;
(4) Residential projects shall have a diversity of plant material incorporated into the plan.
(5) On all multiple-family residential projects, landscaping shall be installed at the driveway level between the garages.
Such landscaping shall not interfere with the required turning radius.
(C) All landscaped areas shall be served by a permanent automatic irrigation system such as the following:
(1) Automatic controllers. Automatic control systems shall be required for all irrigation systems and shall be able to
accommodate all aspects of the design.
(2) Drip irrigation/xerigation. The use of drip irrigation shall be considered whenever appropriate.
(3) Plant groupings. Plants that require different amounts of water shall be irrigated by separate valves. If one valve is
used for a given area, only plants with similar water use shall be used in that area. Anti-drain (check) valves shall be
installed at strategic points to prevent low-head drainage.
(4) Sprinkler heads. Heads and emitters shall have consistent application rates within each control valve circuit.
Sprinkler heads shall be selected for proper area coverage, application rate, operating pressure, adjustment capability, and
ease of maintenance.
(5) Rain-sensing devices. Rain sensing override devices shall be required for any project with a landscaped area
greater than 10,000 square feet.
(6) Moisture-sensing devices. Soil moisture sensing devices shall be required for any project with a landscaped area
greater than 10,000 square feet.
(D) All landscaping and planter areas shall be installed consistent with the approved landscaping plan, prior to the permit
final.
(E) Slopes shall be planted with hardy, well-adapted and drought-resistant plants. Rooted cuttings of permanent
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groundcover plants shall be planted. Wherever land has been cut or filled as part of the development of hillside
slopes exceeding a grade of one foot in the vertical direction to three feet in the horizontal direction (3:1 slope) or which
exceed three feet in height, shall be planted with approved landscape material and maintaining for purposes of retaining the
slope from erosion or movement.
(F) All new, non-residential development proposals shall be accompanied by a landscape plan which unifies the building,
building entry and trees.
(G) All new, non-residential developments shall provide one 36-inch box tree per 50 feet of street frontage. The trees
shall be located in the front setback with a suggested spacing of intervals between 40 and 50 feet. The type of tree shall be
approved by the Design Review Board.
(‘86 Code, §§ 9.70.030, 23.48.030, 23.48.040) (Ord. 4110, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4152, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4185, passed
7-24-06; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.070 UNACCEPTABLE GROUND COVER.
Concrete, asphalt, or similar materials, or any other solid, continuous covering is not an acceptable ground cover. Bare dirt
front yards and street side yards are strictly prohibited under the provisions of this chapter.
(‘86 Code, § 9.70.040) (Ord. 4152, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.080 MAINTENANCE.
Landscape abutting streets must be maintained in such a way as to keep all plant life alive, thriving and displaying its
natural colors and shall be properly trimmed and cut. Inert matter, such as, gravel, decorative stone, or other acceptable
ground covers not consisting of live vegetation, shall be kept neat, well-ordered and clear of the public right of way.
Overgrown weeds, dead or dying plant material shall be replaced.
(‘86 Code, § 9.70.050) (Ord. 4152, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)
§ 23.48.090 PENALTY.
Notwithstanding any other provision of the Alhambra Municipal Code to the contrary, any person who causes, permits,
suffers, or maintains a public nuisance, or any person who violates any provision of this chapter, or who fails to comply with
any obligation or requirement of this chapter, is in violation of the Alhambra Municipal Code.
(‘86 Code, § 9.70.060) (Ord. 4152, passed - - ; Am. Ord. 4682, passed 1-11-16)

